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As we Olatheans thaw out following a long, col
winter, | want to let you know about a few excit
ways that your forward-thinking Olathe Sister G
ies Committee is heating up our existing and b
ding sister city relationships and participatioie
have made it a point to work hard toward two s
tegic objectives:

1. Strengthening our existing sister city relatio
ships with the cities of Ocotlan, Mexico and
Chur, Switzerland, as well as our existing
friendship city relationships with the cities of
Cheonan, South Korea, and Maebashi, Jap

2. Growing participation in our Olathe sister cif-
les programs organically, by tapping into the
rich youth population living right here in
Olathe. (Naturally, I'm referring to both the
young at heart and the young at birth certifi-
cate!)

As an example of how we are working to accomplishfost objective, we
were so excited to learn that the new local goveminn the City of Ocotlan
has just taken office as of the first of the yelaor us, it's actually the

(continued on page 3)
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Did you know that the Olathe Sister Cities Assaoiats now on Facebook?
You can visit our Fan page @atvw.facebook.com/olathesistercitiegVe are
proud to be one of the first City organizationsake advantage of Facebook
and social medias. We look forward to using owdbaok page to get the
word out about the important work we do, both id antside of Olathe, to
actively build relationships with our global neigitb! Please join our Fan
Page and help us spread the word. Anyone and@welg welcome to join
and learn more about the Olathe Sister Cities Aason!
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Students from Kyoai Gakuen High School in Maeba¥upan, visited
Olathe District Schools from March 21 through A@il While here,
they stayed with host families, many of whom hawelents who will be
visiting Japan in June. Students participatedniglish classes to en-
hance their vocabulary and learn phrases that wuelfathem under-
stand the places they would visit in the Kansayg @igtropolitan area,
with a focus on American Indian culture. Amongagals the students
visited were the new American Indian gallerieshat Nelson-Atkins
Museum of Art, the Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop andnHaee photos),

the Nerman Museum of Contem-
porary Art at Johnson County
Community College, and the Uni-
versity of Kansas campus. The
students also spent four days at-
tending high school classes and
participating in fun activities (lots
of shopping!) with their host
families.

Kyoai Gakuen was originally es-
tablished as an Olathe partner
school in the summer of 2000
through the efforts of Dianne
Daugherty, who began teaching
Japanese in Olathe in the fall of
2001. Olathe students traveled tc
Japan on their first Japan Study
Tour in the summer of 2002, and
Olathe has continued receiving
students from Kyoai Gakuen eack
year (except for 2002 due to
9/11). Dianne Daugherty has led
cultural exchanges and study
tours in Japan in even-numbered
years since 2002.
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“old”-new government because the former mayor wiooked with us when we originally signed our sister
cities agreement in 2006 is returning to officee WAave enjoyed a fantastic relationship with hird bis

administration historically, so we are really egditabout the opportunities this reconnection willoubt-
edly create!

As a matter of fact, we are actively working torlah a series of video
conference calls between the cities of Olathe acatlén! You read
correctly ... video-conferencing! We are a technadally-advanced
bunch, and we believe that adding faces and vewlekelp us strate-
gize as to how to best work toward helping bottesitlevelop an even
stronger relationship with an existing group thatalready have a gog
relationship and history with! Be on the lookoat & greater frequenc
of collaboration between Olathe and Ocotlan.

Now, let’s talk about goal number two. We reallglfthat our future

success will be directly tied to our ability toratit active members at our local high schools andeusities.
We know that we have an essential message of gtolamnunity and diversity that resonates across this
base. It seems that we can do a better job of conuating the neat things we are working on. | méewv
many others can boast of receiving local visitoos five continents during the past year, including

A former international NBA player,
An accomplished Mexican artist,
A delegation of government officials from Cheon&outh Korea,

A group of students from Maebashi, Japan, amongrsth

We plan to launch a Facebook Fan Page during timengomonth and believe this will be a wonderful way
to get our word and cause out, while performingloable viral marketing. We look to get everyoespe-
cially our school-age Olatheans, involved in sucletiort. Facebook sure feels like the ideal platf to

begin this effort. Consider this: approximately38illion people use Facebook around the worlde aia-
erage user becomes a fan of two pages per monéghwillattract fans by organic means, includingrevof
mouth, emails to teacher and student groups, dimeitations from Committee and Association members
and, most important of all, sharing the marveldsgs the Olathe Sister Cities group is activelingdo:

Promote peace, prosperity, and cooperation througinal respect, appreciation, and understanding|of
other nationalities and cultures.

Foster meaningful relationships and exchanges laetwee City of Olathe and other communities in
fields such as education, government, businesspuonty service, and the arts.

Engage community resources and contacts, bothnat¢ lamd abroad, to further Olathe's diversity gos
and objectives.

S

Establish international partnerships, initiativasgd exchanges to enhance the quality of life fiixems
of Olathe and communities throughout the world.

Be on the lookout for how you can participate im online Facebook presence. But still, let usysae real
‘Face’ too! Our next Olathe Sister Cities Ambagsadneeting, which is open to the public, is schesditor
Monday, June 21, at 7:30 a.m. at Olathe City Hall We hope to see you there!
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On July 5-7, 2009, Mayor Moo-Yong Sung of Cheonan,
South Korea, visited Olathe, along with delegatifrom
Cheonan City and Korea Nazarene University. Cheona
is a friendship city with Olathe and is home to &r
Nazarene University, a sister university to MidAmar
Nazarene University in Olathe.

Sister Cities Committee members joined the Korean delegations Olathe Mayor Michael Copeland and Mayor Sung
at a welcoming dinner and tour on July 5 at the Johnson County at the Bell Cultural Events Center on July 6.

Sunset Drive Office Building.

Olathe City Manager Michael Wilkes and former MNU President Dr. Don
Owens greeted members of the Korean delegations at Olathe City Hall on
July 6. Pictured at far left is Sister Cities Committee member Randy Kim.

Cheonan is known as a high-tech
center in South Korea, and our
Korean guests enjoyed tours of
Farmers Insurance, GARMIN, and
Honeywell during their stay in
Olathe.

Mayor Copeland officially greeted
the delegation at a luncheon at the
Bell Cultural Events Center at
MNU on July 6. In a ceremony
following the luncheon, MNU,
Cheonan City, and Korea Naza-
rene University officials signed a
declaration of friendship and mu-
tual effort to promote the recruit-
ment of English teachers for
Cheonan City schools, English
camps, and the Cheonan Foreign
Language Education Institute.
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The Olathe Sister Cities Committee and Olathe S@Gitées
Association were proud to sponsor Rose Marie'st&iskexi-
cana Dancers at the 2009 Wild West Show and Bulhdra
Days September 26 and 27 at the Mahaffie Stagec®aghand
Farm in Olathe.

The dancers are from Kansas City, Kansas and petfadi-
tional dances from Mexico. The group (pictureteft) has per-
formed at the event for the past several yearsghny the beau-
tiful dances and colorful costumes and traditioh®lexico alive
for hundreds of visitors to the Mahaffie site.
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The City of Olathe has had the privilege of beirgjstier city with Chur, Switzerland, since the niidls.

The City, Chamber of Commerce, and The Olathe Ngatv$ogether at that time and decided it would be

good idea to have a sister city. Bill Tschudyntleéy manager, was authorized to decide “wher@ifice

Bill was of Swiss heritage, he researched and cBbsg because of its population, which was sintgar
Olathe’s at that time. Olathe was the self-practad “capital” of
Johnson County, and Chur was the capital of thesSwanton of
Graubunden, so the two cities seemed to be a gabchi Bill still
has the letter from Dieter Heller, then the citymager of Chur,
which said, “If a Swiss boy wants to come home wilewelcome
him with open arms!” Some of the first Olatheam$raivel to Chur
were Bill and his wife Cindy; Mr. and Mrs. Ken Kara
(representing the City); LIloyd McCarley (represegtthe Chamber);
Ken Love; and Chuck Kurtz (representing the newspapLater,
when Lee Brodbeck was city manager, he took a gro@hur for a
ski trip.

As with many sister city relationships, when goveemt officials

change, it is harder to maintain steady contacweéver, the Sister

Cities Committee is currently in communication w@thur City

Manager Markus Frauenfelder and is investigatirgpibssibility of
offering a trip to Chur, open to the community2@11. The Committee is also exploring the possytulf
working with a candy supplier in Chur to provideithwonderful Swiss chocolates, direct from they©it
Chur, as a fundraiser next February!

Chur is the oldest city in Switzerland and has tgyed into a considerable intellectual and cultatédac-
tion. This is because of its mild climate andtsigéec location at the end of some of the most irtgrar
passes in the Alps. It is close to some of thenpgeskiing resorts and is unique because it off@nger
and summer sports regions, conveniently linked thighcity by means of an aerial cableway. It &lssts
three cantonal museums with collections of Alpiokuwre. Old Town is car-free and invites guestsafo
shopping stroll. Chur has over 500 shops and ab®@itrestaurants for your shopping and culinary de-
light! There is easy access to Chur by main-laikfrom Zurich. We’'ll keep you posted, but begmn
think now about the possibility of a wonderful tafrSwitzerland in 2011!
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Olathe Sister Cities Ambassadors are pictured with special guest Dr.
Randy Beckum with MidAmerica Nazarene University at the September
21, 2009, Ambassadors meeting. Pictured left to right: Phouvieng
Saycocie, Ruth Nelson, Vicente Vazquez, Dr. Randy Beckum, Tony
Vargas, Rick Miller, Maureen Donegan, and Ann Sandoval. We applaud
the University’s global emphasis and look forward to exploring opportuni-
ties to partner with MNU on Olathe’s sister cities initiatives.
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