Think W.O.W. —
Wise Outdoor Watering

Simple Ways to Save Water
this Summer:

Minimize water waste. Up to 50 percent of the water
applied to lawns is wasted due to overwatering, runoff, and
evaporation.

Water efficiently. water early in the morning, avoid
watering on driveways and sidewalks, use soaker hoses, and
consult an expert for advice on in-ground sprinkler systems.

Grass-cycle. Just cut it high, and let it lie. Grass clippings
provide good moisture and nutrients to your lawn.

Harvest rainwater. Look for ways to manage rainwater
on your property, by redirecting downspouts to drain
into gardens, or a rain barrel.

Grow native. Plants that are native (naturally found) in
the area are adapted to the normal rainfall amounts, so you

EPA WaterSense Label

The City is a proud utility partner of
the EPA's WaterSense Program, which
encourages homeowners across the

won't have to water them.

EPA
WaterSense

country to take a closer look at their water use to help conserve
water for future generations and reduce costs on their water bills.
Similar to the “EnergyStar” label for energy-efficient appliances, the
WaterSense label provides consumers with an easy way to identify
high-performing, water-efficient products. Look for the label on
toilets and other household plumbing fixtures.

Keeping Our Streams Healthy

Preventing Stormwater Pollution

In Olathe, storm drains connect directly to our streams. That
means that the stormwater that runs off roads, parking lots, and
other hard surfaces during rain events flows to the nearest creek
without any treatment. A whole host of pollutants — ranging
from trash to road salts and lawn chemicals — can be carried
back to our streams during this process. This stormwater
pollution can be a major source of pollution in Olathe’s
streams and lakes.

What You Can Do

 Organize a litter cleanup. The City’s Adopt-a-Street and
Volunteers in the Parks (VIP) Programs can assist you with
your efforts.

* Properly dispose of paint, pesticides and other household
chemicals through the City’s year-round household hazardous
waste (HHW) program.

 Keep motor oil away from storm drains by collecting it for
recycling.

* Reduce the need for lawn chemicals through natural lawn
care practices (e.g., grass-cycling, composting, non-toxic
alternatives). If you do apply chemicals, be sure it’s not when
a heavy rainfall is predicted.

* Report any incidences of illegal dumping, down a storm
drain or anywhere else, to the City.

What the City is Doing
(to Help Keep Streams Clean)

 Upgrading our wastewater treatment plants to include
additional processes for nutrient removal.

 Implementing measures to protect Lake Olathe as a
recreational resource and drinking water supply.

 Enhancing citywide standards for stormwater management.
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This report is being mailed to you as a requirement of the federal Safe Drinking Water Act.
NOTE: Please share this report with others, especially those who may not have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments,
nursing homes, schools, and businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.

AQUAFEST 2008 WATER — it’s reason enough to celebrate!

Saturday, August 16*, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Cedar Lake Park, 15500 S. Lone Elm Road *rain date August 23

Olathe’s 7th annual community water festival

Celebrate water as an important resource and a never-ending source of fun with FREE
activities for all ages, including: - - -
- Canoeing —_
Fishing & Fly-fishing
Hands-on water activities
Arts & crafts

Giant water slide

How-to classes in:
painting with watercolors
designing a rain garden
managing bugs without pesticides
- And much, much more!

AquaFest is sponsored by the City of Olathe Municipal Services,
Parks & Recreation, and Public Works Departments.
For more information, call 971-9311 or visit www.olatheks.org.
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City of Olathe
Special Edition
Spring 2008 Water Quality Report

Olathe’s Water Is Safe!

This annual drinking water quality report
demonstrates the City’s ongoing commitment
to providing safe, high quality drinking
water that meets or exceeds all state and
federal standards. Included are details
about where our water comes from, what
it contains, and how it measures up to

the state and federal standards.

Testing for Your Safety

The quality of Olathe’s drinking water is
our number one priority. We run hundreds
of tests daily — throughout the treatment
process, the distribution system, and in
our customers’ homes — to ensure that we
consistently produce water that meets or
exceeds all state and federal standards for
safe drinking water.

Celebrating 124 Years of

Drinking Water Treatment

The City of Olathe has been providing
water to our residents and businesses for
124 of Olathe’s 150 years. The first City of
Olathe water was delivered to customers in
1884 with water drawn from Lake
Mahaffie, which is now called Frisco Lake.
In 1914, the City’s first water plant was
built to serve 1,200 customers and was
operated by one employee. Over the years
the City of Olathe has expanded its water
treatment system as the community has
grown. Today, the City of Olathe has more
than 34,000 water customers.

Protecting Olathe’s
Source Water

Protecting our water resources is important
to the quality of life of Olathe citizens, and
the quality of our source water has a direct
impact on the treatment costs for providing
safe, quality drinking water. The City of
Olathe, in partnership with the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment
(KDHE), has completed a source water
assessment for our water supplies. The
assessment results are available at
www.kdheks.gov/nps. Visit the City’s
website (www.olatheks.org) to learn more
about ongoing source water protection
efforts in the Lake Olathe Watershed.
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EN ESPANOL: Este reporte incluye informacion importante sobre el agua para tomar.
Para asistancia en espafol, favor de llamar al telfono (913) 971-9311.




Summary of Water Quality

Last year, as in years past, Olathe’s water met EPA and state drinking water health
standards. The City of Olathe vigilantly safeguards its water supplies, and once again
we are proud to report that our system met all EPA regulated parameters for the
period January 1 - December 31, 2007.

Ensuring Safe Drinking Water

Sources of Drinking Water

Across the nation, the sources of drinking water include rivers,
lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs and wells. As water

travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it
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